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AWS Hosts Informational Seminar on Feral Cats 

 
WEST KENNEBUNK, Maine – November 1, 2013 – The Animal Welfare Society 
(AWS) recently hosted a free informational seminar on feral cats, the issues 
surrounding feral cats in communities and how municipalities can effectively and 
humanely handle issues relating to feral cats.  
 
More than 40 town officials, animal control officers and animal shelter and rescue 
personnel in York and Cumberland Counties attended. The seminar earned animal 
control officers four continuing education hours and was organized by a board-led 
committee at AWS. 
 
Feral cats are stray cats that have never had contact with people or their contact has 
diminished over time. They are not socialized to people and survive on their own 
outdoors. Though they are stray/undomesticated cats, they are protected under 
state animal anti-cruelty laws. Feral cats are often the cause of much concern and 
misinformation in communities.  
 
AWS hosted the event to assist towns in dealing with issues surrounding stray and 
feral cats and to provide options when faced with calls from citizens concerning these 
cats.  
 
Liam Hughes, Maine’s Director of Animal Welfare, discussed Maine laws regarding 
stray and feral cats, while Katie Lisnik, the National Director of Cat Protection and 
Policy for the Humane Society of the United States discussed best practices for 
handling feral and stray cat issues. Garth Russell, Biddeford animal control officer, 
demonstrated prototypes for outdoor feral cat shelters. A limited number of kits are 
available for community members caring for feral cats by contacting Sharon Secovich 
at 207-985-3244 or sharon@animalwelfaresociety.org.  
 
“AWS is a resource and we’re here to help and work together to serve the most 
vulnerable cats in our communities,” said Secovich, AWS’ spay/neuter coordinator.  
 
Through grant funding, AWS currently offers free spay/neuter surgeries to feral cats 
and $5 surgeries for owned, domestic cats in Biddeford and Sanford. All other low-
income community members should call for current reduced rates.  
 
About The Animal Welfare Society 
The Animal Welfare Society, a non-profit organization, exists to provide humane 
shelter and care to companion animals temporarily in need of housing, to assist in 
disaster response and to further the cause of responsible animal adoption and 
ownership through education and public awareness. The society actively promotes 
kindness, the elimination of cruelty and neglect to all animals, and the lifelong 
commitment of people to their pets. For more information please visit 
www.animalwelfaresociety.org. 
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