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Animal Welfare Society Announces Retirement of Executive Director 
 
WEST KENNEBUNK, MAINE – August 25, 2014 – The board of directors of the Animal 
Welfare Society has announced the retirement of Steve Jacobsen. Jacobsen, who 
served as the organization’s executive director since 1995, has stepped down to pursue 
other retirement opportunities that have recently become available. 
  
In the past 20 years, AWS has seen significant growth and currently stands as one of 
the leading animal welfare organizations in the northeast as well as a full-service 
humane society, with an annual budget of more than $1.5 million.  
  
More than 30 employees and hundreds of active volunteers maintain the daily operations 
of the bustling facility, which includes a low-cost Spay/Neuter Clinic, feral cat and barn 
cat housing, youth humane education programming, dog obedience classes and an 
active animal transport program. 
  
AWS is the contracted shelter for 21 municipalities in York County, and is further 
committed to local residents and their pets through an active membership and role with 
the York County Emergency Management Agency and by providing assistance in 
establishing four dog parks in Southern Maine. 
  
In January 2013, AWS took over management of the Cleo Fund, a well-known non-profit 
organization providing low-cost spay/neuter and has continued to carry out the mission 
of providing assistance to Mainers in need. 
  
More than 3,600 homeless animals rely on AWS’ professional services annually. 
 
 
About The Animal Welfare Society 
The Animal Welfare Society, a non-profit organization, exists to provide humane shelter 
and care to companion animals temporarily in need of housing, to assist in disaster 
response and to further the cause of responsible animal adoption and ownership through 
education and public awareness. The society actively promotes kindness, the elimination 
of cruelty and neglect to all animals, and the lifelong commitment of people to their pets.  
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