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Animal Welfare Society Announces Hiring of Executive Director 

 
WEST KENNEBUNK, MAINE – October 30, 2014 – The board of directors of the 
Animal Welfare Society has announced the hiring of Abigail L. Smith. With an impressive 
background in animal welfare, Smith will serve as the shelter’s executive director 
beginning in January, 2015.  
 
Most recently the chief animal services officer for the City of Austin, TX, Smith has 
extensive experience in administration, shelter management, animal control, rabies 
control, disaster preparedness and response, fundraising, marketing and program 
development. 
 
In her current role, Smith is responsible for an $8.6M department, employing more than 
120 staff, with an annual intake of more than 20,000 animals. In 2013, she reached a 93 
percent live release rate, making Austin the largest municipal shelter in the US to reach 
and maintain no-kill status. Accordingly, she was the recipient of the Maddie’s Fund 
Lifesaving Award in 2013. She was a presenter at the Humane Society of the United 
States (HSUS) Animal Expo in 2012, the Texas Unites Annual Conference in 2012 and 
2013, the HSUS Cat Symposium in 2014, the Capital Area Emergency and Disaster 
Preparedness Summit in 2012 and the Best Friends Animal Society No More Homeless 
Pets Conference in 2014.  
 
Prior to her role in Austin, Smith was the executive director of the Tompkins County 
SPCA in Ithaca, NY. Very similar in size to the Animal Welfare Society, the Tompkins 
County SPCA served more than 3,000 animals annually with a budget of $1.4M. 
  
She will be joining AWS, one of the leading animal welfare organizations in the 
northeast, with an annual budget of more than $1.5 million.  
 
“I’m a native New Englander and I was delighted to find a strong, progressive 
organization interested in innovative animal welfare programs,” said Smith. “It’s an 
added bonus that Kennebunk affords me proximity to family.” 
 
“I am excited to get to know my community and to address whatever needs there may 
be,” she continued. “I am really looking forward to interacting with stakeholders, staff and 
volunteers to understand everyone’s ideas about and vision for the future.” 
  
More than 30 employees and hundreds of active volunteers maintain the daily operations 
of AWS’ bustling facility, which includes a low-cost Spay/Neuter Clinic, feral cat and barn 
cat housing, youth humane education programming, dog obedience classes and an 
active animal transport program. 
   
In January 2013, AWS took over management of the Cleo Fund, a well-known non-profit 



organization providing low-cost spay/neuter and has continued to carry out the mission 
of providing assistance to Mainers in need. 
 
AWS is the contracted shelter for 21 municipalities in York County and more than 3,600 
homeless animals rely on AWS’ professional services annually. 
 
“We are very excited to be able to attract someone of Abigail's stature to take the reigns 
as our new executive director at AWS,” said John Rhoades, AWS’ board of directors 
president. “Abigail comes from a shelter many times the size of ours and a reputation as 
one of the top animal care executives in the country.” 
 
Smith will bring along her two shelter dogs, Greta and Lucy, from her time at the 
Tompkins County SPCA. “Greta is a little blue pittie mix who was born in my office,” said 
Smith. “Lucy is a funny mix of Border Collie, Springer Spaniel and Black Lab who was 
surrendered to the shelter as part of an unplanned litter.” 
  
About The Animal Welfare Society 
The Animal Welfare Society, a non-profit organization, exists to provide humane shelter 
and care to companion animals temporarily in need of housing, to assist in disaster 
response and to further the cause of responsible animal adoption and ownership through 
education and public awareness. The society actively promotes kindness, the elimination 
of cruelty and neglect to all animals, and the lifelong commitment of people to their pets.  
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