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The Animal Welfare Society Celebrates World Spay Day with Month-Long Surgery Promotion 
 
WEST KENNEBUNK, ME – February 4, 2015 – Each spring, “kitten season" brings hundreds of 
unwanted and homeless kittens to animal shelters across Maine and the US. To help mitigate the 
impact, shelters avidly promote the benefits of spaying and neutering companion pets. In doing so, 
the Animal Welfare Society (AWS) is partnering once again with the Shelter Spay/Neuter Clinic to 
honor World Spay Day 2015. World Spay Day is an internationally-recognized event traditionally held 
on the last Tuesday of February. The event highlights spay/neuter as a way to prevent homeless 
animals because of overpopulation.  
 
Locally, World Spay Day will be honored for the entire month of February. The partnership of AWS and 
the Clinic will offer further reduced fees on low-cost spay/neuter surgeries for cats belonging to low-
income residents of York County. The partnership will provide a cat spay or neuter surgery, health 
exam and rabies vaccine for $7 for kittens between the ages of 3 and 6 months of age and for $12 for 
cats older than 6 months through February 28. As always, spay/neuter surgeries and rabies vaccines 
for feral cats are free at the Clinic. 
 
“Many people do not know that a kitten can be very safely spayed or neutered as young as eight 
weeks of age and immunized for rabies at 12 weeks,” according to Dr. Steve Askin, owner of the 
Shelter Spay/Neuter Clinic located at AWS. Statistically, although most animal owners support 
spay/neuter, affordable services can be out of reach easily allowing accidental litters to spiral out of 
control. According to the Humane Society of the United States, the number of homeless animals 
varies by state. In some states there are as many as 300,000 homeless animals euthanized in animal 
shelters every year.  
 
Although cat over-population remains a pressing issue in Maine, local animal welfare resources have 
worked to inform pet owners of the importance of spay/neuter. Further, all licensed animal shelters in 
the state of Maine have a legal obligation to spay/neuter all cats and dogs placed for adoption. In 
2014, AWS and the Clinic provided more than 1,900 low-cost feline spay/neuter surgeries for low-
income residents of York County. And, since the Clinic opened at AWS in 2011, the shelter has 
experienced a 67% decrease in kitten intakes and a 38% decrease in cat intakes.  
 
The reduction has allowed AWS to further its reach to helping other shelters, both in- and out-of-state, 
by accepting their overflow of cats and dogs. In 2014, AWS took in 3,341 animals, with 1,325 coming 
from other shelters. Through adoption and re-claims, AWS found homes for 96% of all intakes. The 
remaining 4% reflect extremely ill and untreatable pets, or pets too aggressive to safely re-home  
 



 
 
 
 
through adoption. AWS is an open-admission shelter where all healthy or treatable animals are re-
homed with no time limits on stay. 
 
The Shelter Spay/Neuter Clinic is located at AWS’ facility at 46 Holland Road in West Kennebunk and 
is open Tuesday through Thursday and every other Saturday. Pet owners can call (207) 985-3244 to 
make an appointment and take advantage of the reduced rates.  
 
About The Animal Welfare Society 
The Animal Welfare Society, a non-profit organization, exists to provide humane shelter and care to 
companion animals temporarily in need of housing, to assist in disaster response and to further the 
cause of responsible animal adoption and ownership through education and public awareness. The 
society actively promotes kindness, the elimination of cruelty and neglect to all animals, and the 
lifelong commitment of people to their pets.  
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