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Animal Welfare Society Receives Three Feral Cat Shelters from YouthBuild Biddeford to 

Help Assist Feral Cat Caretakers 
 
WEST KENNEBUNK, MAINE – October 23, 2014 – The Animal Welfare Society (AWS) recently 
partnered with YouthBuild Biddeford to build three structures to provide shelter to feral cats in 
Southern Maine.  
 
YouthBuild Biddeford students, under the supervision of teacher Rodney Richard, built the 
shelters as part of their curriculum. Garth Russell, Animal Control Officer for the City of 
Biddeford, provided the design plans. The project required the students to measure, cut and 
assemble the plywood structures, helping them to gain problem solving and leadership skills. 
Each shelter took one week to complete. The structures are built with openings in the front and 
sides for cats to enter and exit. A large back door provides easy access for caretakers to clean 
the houses, line them with straw for warmth, or provide food and water. They are painted brown 
to help blend into the environment. Each shelter can comfortably hold up to six cats.  
 
Feral cats are domestic cats that have not been socialized as house cats and can be fearful of 
humans. They live outdoors in abandoned structures or outbuildings in small colonies. They can 
survive independently, though many rely on a supplement of food from local property owners.  
 
According to AWS’ Interim Executive Director and Spay/Neuter Coordinator, Sharon Secovich, 
“a key component of feral cat colony management is providing shelter for the cats, and this is 
where the YouthBuild students stepped up to the plate.”  
 
A limited number of these, and similar, structures are available for community members caring 
for a feral cat colony. Requests can be made to Secovich by calling 207-985-3244 x106 or by 
emailing her at: sharon@animalwelfaresociety.org.  
 
Additionally, AWS assists residents in dealing with issues surrounding feral cats by providing 
low-cost and free spay/neuter surgeries at the Shelter Spay/Neuter Clinic, in-house at the 
shelter. More information and appointment scheduling can be done by calling 207-985-3244. 
 
About The Animal Welfare Society 
The Animal Welfare Society, a non-profit organization, exists to provide humane shelter and care 
to companion animals temporarily in need of housing, to assist in disaster response and to 
further the cause of responsible animal adoption and ownership through education and public 
awareness. The society actively promotes kindness, the elimination of cruelty and neglect to all 
animals, and the lifelong commitment of people to their pets.  
 
About YouthBuild Biddeford 
YouthBuild Biddeford is an alternative high school, modeled on the YouthBuild USA® program.  
Young people work full-time toward completing the HiSET® (High School Equivalency Test - 
replaces the GED), while building or rehabilitating affordable housing in their communities. 
Leadership development, community service, and the creation of a positive community of adults 
and youth committed to each other’s success is emphasized throughout the program. At 
program exit, students are placed in college, jobs, or both. 
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