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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Animal Welfare Society/Cleo Fund Hosts Seminar on Feral and Community Cats 
 
WEST KENNEBUNK, Maine – January 8th – The Animal Welfare Society (AWS)/Cleo Fund 
will be hosting an informational seminar and roundtable discussion on the topic of feral and 
community cats. The seminar, to be held at the Masonic Hall, 159 Alfred Road in 
Kennebunk on Saturday, January 30th from 8:30am to 12:30pm, is open to all animal control 
officers, rescue group volunteers, shelter staff and interested community members.  
 
The seminar will focus on humane and life-saving methods of lowering the numbers of 
community cats, with euthanasia as an unacceptable method.  
 
Feral cats are defined as domestic cats that are not socialized to people. “Community cats” 
is a term used to describe any un-owned, lost or abandoned cats, including feral cats, 
which might receive food and intermittent care from one or more residents in a community.   
 
Feline experts estimate there are between 11,000 and 30,000 community cats in Maine.  
 
Scheduled to speak will be Katie Hansberry, the Maine State Director for the Humane 
Society of the United States (HSUS) to discuss approaches for handling community cats.  
She will be joined by AWS/Cleo Fund Feral Feline Specialist and Trapper, Kathy 
Dechambault and City of Biddeford Animal Control Officer, Garth Russell who will lead a 
roundtable discussion about the progression of Officers from “dog catchers” to humane 
officers in their interactions with the community. Bobbi Adkins, AWS’ Director of Shelter 
Operations and Sharon Secovich, Cleo Fund Manager will be discussing AWS’ new policies 
for feral cats and the resources it can provide, including free spay/neuter surgeries and 
rabies vaccines to community cats and low-cost surgeries for owned, domestic cats and 
sheltering and rehoming, if necessary, to stray and abandoned cats. 
  
The AWS/Cleo Fund is hopeful that the event will assist area towns in dealing with issues 
surrounding stray and feral cats and to provide resources for citizens concerning these cats.  
  
“AWS/Cleo Fund is a resource. We’re here to help and to work together to serve the most 
vulnerable cats in our communities,” said Secovich, Cleo Fund Manager. “Most people want 
what’s best for these animals but don’t always know how to help. This is why AWS/Cleo 
Fund has invested much effort into changing the paradigm for these cats. We no longer 
euthanize a feral cat just because it is feral. Now we offer concrete, humane solutions and 
are available with hands-on help, as well.”   
 
To reserve a space at the upcoming seminar, please contact Allison Lang, Outreach and 
Veterinary Services Manager at allison@animalwelfaresociety.org.  
 
 


