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Thank you for being a friend

A

A Care Connection for Special Pets

re you a professional caregiver, current or retired? Do you
have a medical professional in your family? Did you know
that sometimes the people who adopt our special needs pets are
doctors, nurses, EMTs or other caregivers? It’s a natural fit. Those who
work in medicine or care fields know about chronic diseases - such as
diabetes, hyperthyroidism or kidney disease, all conditions that often
affect senior cats.

W

hile cats and humans are different, much of their physiology
is the same. Many diseases manifest themselves the same way
in animals as they do in humans. Because of this, someone
who has experience caring for people with medical needs can use that
experience to care for a pet with medical needs. For example, medical
professionals are trained to recognize the signs of high and low blood
sugar. Those signs are similar in cats - a cat with high blood sugar may
get irritable or a cat with low blood sugar may shake or seem confused.

S
Rosie Holidays Await with a New Friend
R

weet Meghan, our nine year old diabetic cat, is still looking for a new family. She’s been at AWS since June and
went up for adoption in August, as it took two months to get her blood sugar levels regulated. Now that she’s
happy and healthy, it’s time for her to find a family to love. Will she be home for the holidays?

osie came to AWS when her owner could not longer take care of her.
She’s a young senior, at only 10 years old, she has many years left
ahead of her and she’s looking to find a happy home to spend them.
Rosie came from a quiet home with just a single person, so ideally she’d
feel most comfortable in that same kind of environment - one where she can
scope out the coziest spots to sit, take her cat naps in peace and be the calm
and comforting companion she’s used to being. She’s recovering from having
Continued on page two ————————————————————
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The AWS Adoption Center is
open six days a week from 11 am
to 4:30 pm, closed Wednesdays.
Special holiday hours for
adoptions and visits are:
Christmas Eve: 11 am - 2 pm
Christmas Day: Closed
New Years Eve: 11 am - 4:30 pm
New Years Day: Closed

A publication of the Animal Welfare Society • 46 Holland Road Kennebunk, ME • (207) 985-3244

December 2019

Golden Times
Pistol, a Gentle Bengal Beauty Full of Love and Curiosity

B

engal cats are some of the most beautiful and
unique cats you can find, and Pistol is no exception.
This lovely green-eyed lady is gentle, curious and
playful and very much enjoys spending time watching the
world outside. We have her situated in a large condo in our
Adoption Center lobby which gives her the perfect vantage
point to keep tabs on the comings and goings of wildlife in
our Cat Garden.

Letters to the Editor
What is it like to adopt a diabetic cat? It is a joy every
day. I met Mr Jinx on a wintery day. The moment we
met at the Animal Welfare Society, we knew: we were
destined to be BEST FRIENDS. I then learned he
needed insulin twice a day. It stopped me for a millisecond. Then he gave me his calm gaze. I said LET’S
DO THIS! I am a Nurse, so yes, I understand diabetes.
But even if I didn’t, the staff at the shelter were wonderful on education, diet, etc.
Caring for Mr. Jinx is not difficult. It is part of the
routine and he doesn’t mind his shots. We have been
working with our vet friends, and Mr Jinx and I are on
a weight loss journey together. We are doing great! He
is happy, healthy and brings me joy everyday!

L

ike many Bengal cats, Pistol enjoys being up high,
where she can take in the world from a distance.
In her new home, she’d love lots of places where
she can climb – perhaps a nice tall cat tree for her daily
watching and napping. As a senior, her kitten days are
behind her so her days are often a mix of cat naps, bird
watching and routine exploration of her home.

P

istol would like a nice quiet home where she can be
the center of attention with her new people. She’s
very sensitive to change and gets stressed very easily,
so her new people should be gentle introducing her to their
home and limit the number of stresses she could encounter
(like other cats, dogs and small children). Once she’s had a
chance to explore on her own and feel comfortable, she’ll
settle right in and make a lovely companion. To meet
Pistol, please visit the AWS Adoption Center, just off Exit
25 in Kennebunk.

Please think about adopting an animal with special
needs. They are the complete package. The joy they
bring is worth the change in your routine. YOU WILL
NEVER REGRET IT!
- Kelly, Mr. Jinx’s Mom
[This was written several years ago. Mr. Jinx has since
passed of old age. Kelly doesn’t regret one day they
had together. She recently said that if she hadn’t taken
a chance adopting Mr. Jinx, she would have missed out
on the special love that special needs pets have to give]
With bengal markings and lovely green eyes, Pistol is a true
beauty that will be a talkative delight in her new home

Mr. Jinx playing Mr. Claus, shortly before his adoption

Rosie, continued from page 1
teeth removed but she doesn’t let it phase her. She
still eats dry kibble with ease. If you’ve been thinking of adding a feline companion to your home, Rosie is the one for you! Inquire today by calling (207)
985-3244 or stop by the Adoption Center to meet her
in person!
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